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By
Dr. Charles R. Culver, Superintendent of Hancock County Schools
PROPERTY CLEANING PROJECT BEGINS AT HCHS
Hancock County Board of Education (HCBOE) begins an extensive cleaning project for
all property of the school system. The clean-up project at the old Hancock Central High School
(HCHS) on Dyer Drive is designed to improve community value, health, and safety. Concerned
citizens have complained about the HCHS property for years, indicating that this abandoned
property is an eye sore as well as a health and safety hazard for the community. As the members
of the HCBOE continue with this major cleanup project, they are hopeful that this project will
make the area useful in times to come.
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This initial cleanup initiative will extend to other abandoned property of the school
system until each of the areas meets the satisfaction of the HCBOE. While the members of the
HCBOE are proud of the progress made thus far, they hope that this cleanup project will inspire
other agencies as well as individual property owners to join in the effort to clean up abandoned
property to increase the value of surrounding property, and to restore the natural beauty of this
rural area and the town of Sparta.
A video of the old school building occurred on Facebook recently, which included
snapshots of inside and outside areas, the band room, the gymnasium, the vocational complex,
and Wings A-E. Responses from alumni throughout the United States of America showered in,
expressing their love for Central High, some of them quoting lines from the Alma Mata such as:
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“We love thee, oh so tenderly, Central High, Oh Central High,” and “We’ll praise thy name
forever more, Central High, Oh Central High.”
There’s something beautiful, mysterious, and special about the old school buildings in
Hancock County. From the old one-room schools on church property throughout the county to
areas such as East End, Log Cabin in Springfield, L. S. Ingram, Sparta High School, and the
Hancock Central Complex; precious memories linger in the remnants of these old schoolhouses.
Each building holds a story and an endearing place in the hearts of those individuals who once
spent their time in these hallowed walls, which seem to echo with the voices of dedicated
teachers and the carefree laughter of students. Today, these school buildings throughout the
county represent stunning historical reminders of school days past and gone. Through the
cleanup project, HCBE hopes to make visits to the old school ground a pleasant experience.

